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Chairman Phil Mendelson on behalf
of the Mayor

A PROPOSED RESOLUTION

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

To declare the existence of an emergency with respect to the need to approve an acquisition by
the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) of vacant property
owned by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), located
adjacent to the Anacostia Metro Station, described in the District of Columbia tax
assessment record as Lots 1035, 952, 948, 1034, 906, 908, 910, 897, 839 in Square 586,
to be redeveloped as affordable housing.

RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
resolution may be cited as the “WMATA Acquisition Approval Emergency Declaration
Resolution of 2014”.

Sec. 2. (a) In 2010, the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)
was awarded a $3 million Community Challenge Planning Grant (Challenge Grant) from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to pursue three goals:

(1) Sustain and expand affordable housing options for lower income and senior households;
(2) Leverage public and private investments to develop an economic development
implementation plan that strengthens the unique assets of Congress Heights, Anacostia,

and St. Elizabeth’s, including expanding small business development and enhancing

residents’ access to employment opportunities; and
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(3) Conduct a community engagement campaign to ensure that residents lead the planning
process and shape the ensuing redevelopment and implementation strategies.

(b) To date, DHCD and its partners have used these funds to implement several
activities, including but not limited to:

1) Organizing a Ward 8 Community Summit;

2 Funding housing counseling and small business technical assistance campaigns in
the target area;

3 Implementing the Office of Planning’s Vibrant Retail Streets Toolkit in both
Anacostia and Congress Heights;

4 Sponsoring the Lumen8 Anacostia Arts and Culture festival; and

5) Promoting cyclist education and outreach through classes and mobile bike
workshops.

(c) The final activity to be funded with this grant is the acquisition of a twenty-seven
thousand (27,000) square foot site adjacent to the Anacostia Metro Station, currently owned by
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), to be redeveloped by DHCD
as affordable housing with the potential for ground floor retail.

(d) The proposed site at Howard Road and Shannon Place, SE, offers a unique
opportunity to incorporate affordable housing within a transit oriented development, supporting
HUD?’s livability principles. Local residents would greatly benefit from affordable housing
development in close proximity to WMATA Metrorail and Metrobus service. Furthermore, with
the arrival of the Anacostia streetcar line likely to catalyze private investment in the

neighborhood, it is crucial that the city set aside affordable housing for local residents.
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(e) This proposed acquisition also supports Resolution 20-47, which encourages the
WMATA Board of Directors to adopt an affordable housing policy for property in WMATA’s
portfolio.

(f) The District of Columbia has successfully stimulated neighborhood revitalization
through partnerships with WMATA in the past, most recently at the Minnesota Avenue, Georgia
Avenue-Petworth, and Columbia Heights Metrorail stations.

(9) The Department identified the site as a potential acquisition more than one year ago,
and began negotiations with WMATA as well as internal discussions with the District
Department of Transportation and the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development.

(h) After both sides agreed on the terms of sale, the proposal was presented to and
approved by WMATA'’s governing board on April 24, 2014. Since that date, DHCD has worked
diligently to meet the conditions precedent to closing, the most time consuming of which has
been the completion of a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment. The Department’s contractor
conducted thorough research to determine that there were no environmental conditions present at
the site that would necessitate a more intensive Phase 11 Assessment. Now that the project has
received environmental clearance, DHCD can complete its final due diligence steps and execute
the $1,513,736 acquisition.

(i) This is an opportunity for the District to use federal grant funds to create affordable
housing, but unless DHCD is able to expend the funds immediately, the grant funds will expire,
causing the District to either abandon its plans to acquire the site or fund the acquisition entirely
with local dollars.

Sec. 3. The Council of the District of Columbia determines that the circumstances
enumerated in section 2 constitute emergency circumstances making it necessary that the

WMATA Acquisition Approval Emergency Act of 2014 be adopted on an emergency basis.



Sec. 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.



